
Eudora Welty was born in Jackson, Mississippi, on April 13, 1909, to Chestina and Christian Welty. Although her parents were not originally from the South, they decided to settle there and raise Eudora and her two younger brothers. Both parents were teachers and it was her parents’ daily readings that led to her love of reading and eventually her love and mastering of writing. Welty was also a photographer and wrote books based off her pictures.

Growing up in the South meant that Eudora was able to witness, first-hand, the segregation that existed between blacks and whites and the negative events that it caused—-events such as the Birmingham church bombing, for example. Eudora’s main photography subjects were African Americans in Mississippi. During Welty’s early career as a writer, many critics labeled her work as feminist, and in a sense, they were correct. Welty felt that African American women suffered the most out of any other individuals. Welty's portrayal of African American women in her stories highlights her belief that they were trapped in a society controlled by whites and a culture dominated by men. In her story “A Worn Path,” the trip of an old black woman by the name of Phoenix on her way to town serves as a symbol of not just her unending desire to achieve her goal through the struggles but also the desires of the majority of black women of the time. Eudora writes as Phoenix, “’…I never did go to school—I was too old at the Surrender,’ she said in a soft voice. 'I'm an old woman without an education. It was my memory fail me’” (Welty 6). Phoenix, like most black women at the time, was not able to get an education because of their skin color, and if they did, their schooling was not equal to that of the white girls. Kevin Moberly of Old Dominion University writes, “In portraying herself as a slave who was ‘too old at the Surrender’ for education, she reconstructs her journey in such a way that what is invariably left out, what she ‘"forgot in the coming,”’ are the hardships and the racial injustices she has suffered” (125). Another example of Welty writing about black women’s struggle in the South is present when Phoenix, “… had to creep and crawl, spreading her knees and stretching her fingers like a baby trying to climb the steps” (Welty 2). While some might argue that Welty’s story would be the same for a woman of any race in the 1930s, James Robert Saunders of Purdue University states, "to believe that Phoenix just 'happened to be' an old black woman is to ignore an all too vital aspect of our nation's identity" (Moberly 110). Clearly the daily struggle of making sure not to get caught in the “barbed wire” or doing something considered unacceptable was constantly on their minds.

Eudora Welty’s first-hand experiences of these racial and sexist injustices were a motivational factor for this short story. Throughout the rest of her writing career, she received many awards including the Pulitzer Prize and the Presidential Medal of Freedom. One can only imagine how proud she must have felt to be recognized as a strong female writer.
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